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then he had served his country in the way of his
inclination.

A tradesman may, on occasion, keep company
with gentlemen, as well as other people; nor is a
trading man, if he is a man of sense, unsuitable or
unprofitable for a gentleman to converse with, as
occasion requires ; and you will often find that not
private gentlemen only, but even ministers of state,
are not ashamed to acknowledge that a tradesman
is sometimes qualified to inform them in the most
difficult and intricate, as well as the most urgent,
affairs of government; and this is the less to be
wondered at in a nation like this, whose principal
glory and advantage is derived from mercantile
pursuits and a diffusive commerce. Sir Charles
Duncomb, a goldsmith; sir Henry Furnese, at first
a retail hosier; sir Josiah Child, originally a very
mean tradesman; the elder Mr. Craggs, postmaster-
general, a still meaner; the late Mr. Lownds, bred a
scrivener; and several others, too many to name,
are instances of men called out of a lower sphere
for their eminent usefulness and capacities; making
good the words of the wise man, Seest thou a man
diligent in business? he shall stand before princes,
he shall not stand before mean men.

Let not, then, a tradesman himself disdain to ac-
company with persons of his own class; for in such
company the topics of conversation will generally
be trade; there he will see how other men go on,
and there learn how to go on himself; there he will
hear all the trading news; there learn how to buy
and there get oftentimes opportunities to sell; there
he will hear of all the disasters in trade, who breaks,
and why; what brought such and such a man to
misfortunes; who goes backward, and therefore to
be avoided; who forward, and therefore to be
courted; and the various ways by which men go